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Welcome to the Leavenwortﬁw
National Fish Hatchery.

In 1940, Leavenworth National Fish
Hatchery proudly opened as the world’s
largest fish hatchery. Its mission was to
produce salmon to make up for the impact
of the Grand Coulee Dam, which completely
blocked fish passage to the upper Columbia
River. That’s exactly what the hatchery

has continued to do, decade after decade,
successfully providing salmon that support
people and wildlife.

The Bureau of Reclamation funds three
hatcheries, operated by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service as part of the Leavenworth
Fisheries Complex: Leavenworth, Entiat,
and Winthrop. The Mid-Columbia Fish &
Wildlife Conservation Office is also part

of the Complex, and works on monitoring
and evaluation of hatchery fish, habitat
restoration, and native fish conservation.

We raise 1.2 million spring Chinook salmon
at Leavenworth every year. Take a walk
around and learn how we do it.

Starting at the entrance to the main
hatchery building, walk down the hall
into the visitor center.

Sbep 1: Visitor Center

Salmon are tied to just about everything in
this region! Stroll around the room and look
carefully at the mural, and you’ll see many of
the animals that rely on salmon—including
people. Yet salmon face many hurdles. To reach
the hatchery from the ocean, adults must swim
upstream 500 miles and pass seven dams. Of the
1.2 million young salmon we release, we might
see just 500-6,000 return. Learn about the
challenges salmon face as you read the exhibit
panels.

Continue through the doors into the nursery.

Step 2: Nursery
Spring Chinook salmon spawn in late August.
Females dig nests called redds in the gravel of

cool flowing streams, and males release milt
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(sperm) to fertilize the eggs. Water moves
through the gravel, bringing oxygen to the eggs.
In our nursery, we imitate nature. We take the
eggs and milt from the adults, mix them, and
put the fertilized eggs into trays. We run water
through the trays to provide oxygen.

When the eggs hatch in December, the tiny fish
(called sac-fry or alevins) are still undeveloped.
They feed off yolk sacs until they are big enough
to start eating on their own. In the wild, they
would eat aquatic insects. In the hatchery, we
move them into green fiberglass nursery tanks
and feed them carefully prepared dry food by
hand up to seven times a day!

The fry are usually in the tanks from March to
May, when we move them to outside ponds
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called raceways. Even when the fry are
outside, we have a small aquarium with
local fish in the nursery for you to view.

Go back out the front door; turn left on the
sidewalk, and walk to the raceways. Stop
3 is on your right.

Stop 8: Raising Fingerlings
For 14 months, young salmon live in these
outdoor raceways. You may see our staff
out here feeding the fingerlings, cleaning
their raceways, and checking on their
health. The fish need attention every single
day. We protect them from predators like
ospreys and otters, and watch for signs of
illness. River and well waters are mixed to
keep the temperature just right (below
60°F). Growing salmon are fed
special diets that change as they
Summerm develop.
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When the fingerlings are 20
months old, their bodies begin to
change, preparing for the long
journey ahead of them. They
shed scales and grow new ones,
changing from mottled and dark
to shiny silver. Wild fingerlings
go through the same change,
losing their stream camouflage
and gaining coloring that will
hide them better in the ocean.

We release our fish into

Icicle Creek in April, sending

1.2 million young salmon
downstream to the Pacific Ocean.

The journey itself is important,

Cold storage

and lab

Maintenance shop

Storage

Storage

helping the fish learn the route
they will take to come back home
2-3 years later.

Walk to the creek to reach Stop
4, at the edge of the bridge.



"Y00([998,] U0 Xo[dw0)) SOLISYSI YIOMUIARS O] "ULJI XOPUL/XI[AWO0ISOLISYSYYIIOMUSARI]
/A0S SMIMMM//:d1Y :93ISQEM N0 JB SUI[UO SN JISIA 10 {NOA J0J Suonsonb Jomsue ued jyeis AoyoieH

"Surp[mq AI1eyo)ey Urewr ay3 0} YorQ [BM URD NOA JI() "SPIIq
3durpods 103 suoryeso[ poos ut pade[d ‘Sayoua( JO SOLISS B 03 NOA SO¥B]} 9IN0.I I9FUO[ Y "Yoa.10 a3} Suo[e sjurodmara
UM [TRI} POARI S[IWL 9UO © ‘[TR.I], 9INJB N Ho9.1)) 9[II0] 93 U0 H[BM B 10J 93PLI( 9} SSOI0B SNUIIU0D UBI NOK

jAepo) sn SumIsia 103 noA jury,

*00} ‘weyy syroddns jey) wesAs0os oYy g Sunok aey)y A[uo Jou SUIYSLINOU ‘SWBAI)S 91} 0Jul dn Urs8I0 9} WO.IJ
SJUBLIINU SULSULIQ ‘UOWIES .I0J SS999NS JO 9[9AD 93 JO J1ed SI S)npe ay) JO 90yLIORS 9y ], A1} SunoA .10j pooj swodaq
1ey) $109sUl o1jenbe Surpnoul ‘[P JL0J POOJ a1 UOW RS Pra(] "Jurumeds Jo)Je oIp synpe LIoyojey ayj Ul SB [[om
S® P 8y} u ;8839 ()00‘G 03 dn Ae[ urd 9[RWSJ YR AIOSINU 9} 03 POLLIRD SUIS( d.10J9( 9.8 POXIW .18 SINPR 9y}

W01} USR] J[IW pue $530 9y ], 'UoW[es AI8ydJR]] N0 J10J SPUS PUR SUL3A( OJI[ SI9YM ST 3J9[ JIN0A 0} pays Surumeds

9L, "Isndny ur umeds 0} So[RWLJ ()G PUR SO[RWL ()(G IM St SUIARS[ ‘YSY sndans aye} awod 03 sdno.as pajos[es
puR SOqLI} 9IAUL 9M ‘Towwns a3 SuLin(] ‘spuod 8soy) Ul ASW.INO[ 1ey) pus Joppe[ ysy oy3 dn 03 jey) UOW[RS

Surumedg g dogg
spuod bupjoy ay) Hu1xy00)1200 urionid buimaia ayy o3 3onq M

peoy yuomuaAeaT jse]
Q.,, 1LY S N 4
- SYOoIld
aaridiR S st ONIA¥ASNOD
|led] aineN
NEE o R:Thlb]
et
youag bulplig eeeee
©
JaArY 9JoI9] m
leue) m
)
Aemids D _ o3priq ss0.10
edia j0u op -Ajredoad
pedieH || st
sAkemaoey D
sbuping [ |
Buned D
ST I—
speoy
SO)ED) s
spulig syipIIM
eeys oudld
Aleyaweo ; . .\Q@ STt
algn N
o ! . ‘sowur) JI9Y)0
N pw :m::x:o STU) UMOP
Ky =/ SMOJJ I197BM ‘SOUWOUWIO]
/ - A2 0a)) 9[IID] UL MOJJ J27BM
peoy dIo| | — S o /7 101JU0D 03 GEAT UI JIN( [PUURYD
m ¥ " e UOISIDAIP ® Jo Jaed Aemiids e st
x ".- _M _.Iwbm_u" B ; 4/ 93pLaq ay) Jo apts ureansdn 8y uQ
hVu. A ! K 4
Vel ST PO ‘K1oysy 110ds
Hosay v et .
foE Burd IS It / ;E:Qog © 310ddns os[e uowes SuIIngaa
pe buidesIs DT £/ 9y, 'pooj 103 ysy Sursn jsnl puoLaq o3 ey}
; : UOWI[BS 0} SO1) [BINI[NO PUR [RNILIIAS 9ARY
Z SOQLI} DALY RIqUINO)) AN 03 AR\ WO.LJ
A[re1ouasd ‘suosess Jurysy [BqLI} SuLmp
1SOAJIRY] SO9JURIRNG JUSUILIDAOY) 'S *[) Y3 YIm

GGRT Ul PoudIs AJead) Y ‘SUBILIOUWLY 9AIJRN AQ
“[mnq 91 £qIeau 99s oAk swirojye[d Surysy ay,

.............. = ‘spuod SuIp[oy JNo 03UI MO[[0F ABY) JIOPPR[
2 USY }10YS 91} 89S 03 93PLIQ 9} MO[oq 00T

"UOT}RIOUDS JXoU 9} 1IB)S 03 SO[BWR] ()0G PU®
so[euw ()G 9ARY 03 9doy oM Jn( ‘TBOA YoBO SOLIBA
UINJSI 18U} UOW.S JO JOqUINU O], “oqUDUISI
K9y} J197eM 91} JO JUSOS 93 SULMO[[0] ‘DI9Y
QALLIR UOWL]ES Jnpe ARJA 9)e[ ur Suruurdeq
uoneASI pue yaax) o] desg

S9N G0 GZ'0 4Gclo



